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Oil Saturday morning I rejoiced at not receiving even
a letter by the post, and concluded all was well.

This dream of satisfaction lasted all that day and Satur-
day night. I knew he would take no more laudanum,
unless the pain returned, and that then I should be adver-
tised. But, oh, unhappy! yesterday, just as I had break-
fasted, and was in the garden, I heard the bell at the gate
ring, and wondered, as it was but ten o'clock, who could
come to me so early. I went to see, and met my valet de
chambre, with a letter in his hand, who said, 'Oh, Sir,
Mr. Chute is dead! * In a word, he had continued quite
easy till three that morning, when he said, 'Who is in the
room ?' His own gentleman replied, ' I, Sir !* and, going to
the bed, found him very ill, ran to call help, and, returning
as quick as possible, saw him dead ! It was certainly
a polypus ; his side immediately grew black as ink. A
charming death for him, dearest friend! And why should
I lament ? His eyes, always short-sighted, were grown
dimmer, his hearing was grown imperfect^ his handfo T^ere
all chalk-stones and of little use, his feet \very lame^-yet
how^ not lament ? The vigour of his mind was strong as
ever; his powers of reasoning clear as demonstration; his
rapid wit astonishing as at forty, about which time you and
I knew him first. Even the impetuosity of his temper
was not abated, and all his humane virtues had but increased
with Ma age. He was grown sick of the world; saw
very, very few persons; submitted with unparalleled
. patience to all his sufferings ,* and, in five-and-thirty years,
I never once saw or heard him complain of them, nor, pas-
sionate as he was, knew him fretfuL His impatience seemed
to proceed from his vast sense, not from his temper: he saw
everything so clearly and immediately, that he could not
bear a momentary contradiction from folly or defective
reasoning. Sudden contempt broke out, particularly on                    for parting with everything, to be ill-humouredly chagrined
